SHOW WHAT YOU KNOW
WRITE FOR THE RMA JOURNAL AND INDUSTRY INSIDER!
As a skillful and conscientious professional, you apply knowledge every day that helps improve the lives and businesses of your customers—and
enhances your institution’s performance. But did you know there is a way to boost not only your bank and community, but the industry itself?
As an RMA author, you can share best practices and experiences with fellow professionals in a way that reflects positively on yourself
and your institution. In addition to contributing to the award-winning RMA Journal, there are opportunities to write for the RMA Industry
Insider e-mail newsletter, as well as RMA white papers and blogs.
Whether you are an experienced writer or interested in crafting your first article, RMA’s editorial staff wants to help you help the industry.
A brief explanation of tips and guidelines is below. Happy writing!

By following these few tips, you’ll increase the chance of your article being recommended for publication.
1.

2.

Read the Journal. It helps to know the types of articles we
publish and the style in which they are written. While we are
interested in all articles that advance the practice of sound
risk management, we are particularly interested in pieces that
address the top eight risks as identified by the RMA Board:
cyber risk, climate change, downturn risk, geopolitical risk,
LIBOR replacement, strategic risk/technology risk, talent risk,
and third-party risk.
Query first. Although we accept articles that drop into our
inbox, it’s a good idea to query us first to be sure your topic is
acceptable. By sending us an article proposal first, we can often
provide you with guidance about what to include or not include
in your article. Send queries to Senior Editor Frank Devlin at
fdevlin@rmahq.org or Contributing Editor Stephen Krasowski
at skrasowski@rmahq.org.

3.

Keep the length reasonable. Most articles average about
2,500 words, but they can be longer or shorter if necessary. It’s
better to focus on making your points in the most efficient way,
rather than try to hit a particular word count.

4.

Submit your article as a Word document. We cannot edit
PDFs. Graphics that accompany the article can either be
embedded in the Word document or submitted as a separate
document in another format.

5.

Use charts and graphs to illustrate your point. Not all
articles benefit from charts and graphs, but many do. Charts
and graphs may be created in Word and sent embedded within
the article; if imported from another program, however, please
send the files from which they originated, whether PowerPoint
or Excel.

6.

Use bulleted and numbered points. No matter how technical
the topic, the best writing is simple writing. By using short
sentences, lists, and subheads, you make your article easier to
read and understand.

7.

Explain “how to.” Our readers want to learn. Articles offering
useful advice, such as what to consider when lending to hotels,
are most popular. Readers also like to learn from others’
mistakes in “Spilled Milk” articles. Articles that offer problemsolving tips are also well read.

8.

Limit the use of footnotes and place them at the end of the
article, not at the end of the page. We discourage the use of
more than 10 footnotes and actually prefer less than five. The
RMA Journal articles should not read like research papers.

The Article Review Process
The RMA Journal is a peer-reviewed publication. Proposals and articles are reviewed by members of The RMA Journal Editorial Advisory Board.
These reviews can take up to a few weeks. When an article is not recommended for publication, the author is given a clear explanation of why
the article fell short.
Once an article is accepted for publication, you’ll be asked to sign our standard copyright form, which gives us the rights to print the article first
and to continue to use it. You can reuse your article however you wish as long as you indicate that it was first published in The RMA Journal.
We’ll also ask you for a photo that we can use in our bio section. This is optional.
The RMA Journal does not offer payment for articles; however, the author receives a byline and sentence about his or her background at the
end of the article and on the Contributors’ Page at the front of the Journal. An Adobe .pdf file of the article is emailed to the author as well.

JOIN. ENGAGE. LEAD.

